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EDITORS NOTE

BK Fulton

“All of us should strive to be excellent.”
Fate rarely calls upon us at a moment of our own choosing. The opportunity for each of us to be great is preserved
for those who are prepared. This issue of SoulVision Magazine focuses on the storytellers, the talent that brings
stories to life, and those who produce and train the next generations of movie and media professionals. The
creators in this issue were inspired by nature, family stories and their God-given talents, to create art at the
highest levels. The pursuit of excellence inspired them to dig and press on until their stories were told. So it
is with each of us, we have to be willing to do what it takes to evolve into the people we are supposed to be.
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Adam Leipzig: The Movie Yoda

“Use your time on Earth wisely.”
Adam Leipzig is a “solopreneur” who believes there is always room for improvement. This is an interesting
self-assessment when you think about all he has achieved in his career. He is a former Disney executive who was
instrumental in the production of one of Disney’s highest grossing live-action films, Honey, I Shrunk the Kids. As
president of National Geographic Films, Adam was responsible for acquiring the international rights to March of
the Penguins, releasing the U.S. version which garnered much deserved critical and commercial acclaim. Adam,
with his degree in Literature from Yale University, has made a career out of what he loves—movies. In our interview
with Adam, he discusses the people who inspire him, his wildly successful career and the keys to producing one’s
very best work.
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Adam Leipzig: The Movie Yoda (contiuned)
Very true. They always say “showing up is half the
battle.” At what point in your career did you begin to
feel like you had made it?

Where are you from and what was it like growing
up there?
I am from Los Angeles and I grew up in Reseda, which is
in the San Fernando Valley. When I grew up, the street
we lived on ended in a dead end, about a block away. All
of the blocks surrounding us were orange groves and
about a half-mile away was an actual dairy with cows
and we used to go there to get milk and bottles. I know it
sounds like we grew up in the 1860s but it was really the
1960s. Now, all of those orange groves are tract houses
and shopping malls. The street is no longer a dead end.
It cuts through into four lanes where the speed limit is
45 miles per hour. Things have changed a whole lot.

I feel like I’m still “making it” or at least in the process of
making it. I feel that having amazing kids is making it.
Being with an amazing woman and partner is making it.
I feel like I have those things in my life. But in my career,
I feel like I’m always a work in progress.
What would you consider to be your greatest
achievement? Anything from your body of work?
The projects from my body of work that feel like great
achievements are always the underdog projects that
nobody thought were going to work but ended up
working. Launching and opening the Los Angeles
Theatre Center in the 1980s which is a four-theatre,
1200-seat performing arts complex was pretty cool. It
was a gigantic and amazing achievement career-wise.
I am proud of a little movie I did called Honey, I Shrunk
the Kids that was supposed to be passed over but instead
relaunched the Disney family brand in live-action movies.
March of the Penguins, which everybody laughed at
me for spending a million dollars to buy a movie about
penguins, went on to great success and acclaim.
It always feels great when you have something that not
only works creatively and financially but becomes a part
of the popular culture.
Throughout your career, you were able to release
films like March of the Penguins, Arctic Tale, and A
Plastic Ocean that subtly and not so subtly dealt with
climate change. Did you create these films because
of your position at National Geographic or did you
just feel the story needed to be told?
Both. I did not start making documentaries until I came
to National Geographic. Previously, everything I made
was scripted, live-action feature films. But when I came
to National Geographic, I became really interested in
documentaries. It rather coincided with the renaissance
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Adam Leipzig: The Movie Yoda (contiuned)
I never really get burned out. But I do get overwhelmed.
I’ll completely admit to getting overwhelmed on certain
days when I look at the long list of things to do. Largely,
I’m a “solopreneur.” I don’t have the big staff, the big
team, or a giant office. Largely, each one of these projects
runs off of my energy and then the energy of a select few
people doing very specific tasks very well. All of them
are really solopreneurs too and usually doing their own
things in addition to collaborations with me.

documentary phase that we are currently still in.
Documentaries are so much a part of National
Geographic’s DNA that it was only logical that we
moved there. So we pivoted in that direction with
terrific success.
I think I have a certain skill with documentaries. I have
a way of approaching them, of putting them together. A
Plastic Ocean is also a signature achievement for me and the
team behind it because it was a movie that no one should
have watched. Think about it, if you have a choice between
watching a Marvel superhero blow something up which is a
“good time” and a documentary called A Plastic Ocean which
you kind of intuitively know is not going to be a “good time,”
what do think most people would choose?

So I do get overwhelmed, sometimes at the scale of tasks
in these different areas. But I think I am pretty good at
critical path and triage and knowing what has to be done
before other things can happen. I’m also pretty good at
prioritizing what needs to be done today and knowing
what can wait until tomorrow. I think that helps me a lot.

Why would you go see A Plastic Ocean? We opened it on
the right day which was the weekend Donald Trump was
inaugurated as President. It opened as the number one
documentary in the U.S., Canada and the U.K.!

How do you relax when you’re not working?
Believe it or not, I watch TV and my very favorite channel
is the Movie Trailer Channel! I just watch movie trailer
after movie trailer. I can sit and watch 30 movie trailers in
one go. I love that.

It also got picked up by Netflix. We had a theatrical release
as well. It is now in 35 countries and in 25 languages.
It has changed more than 100 laws, nationally and locally.
The film is still having an impact. Right now it’s on a
world tour at U.S. Embassies around the world, courtesy
of our State Department.
It’s really extraordinary to have something that is that
impactful. I really did not expect it to have the impact
it has had. It’s really gratifying.
Are you still making documentaries?
Yes, I have one that we are selling now and another that is
almost wrapped through post-production. After these, I need
to slow myself down a bit because I’m launching MediaU, a
new film school, and I’m focusing myself entirely on that.
You’re the Founder and CEO of two media companies
(MediaU, Entertainment Media Partners), Publisher
and Editor of Culture Weekly, and an educator at UC
Berkeley’s Haas School of Business. How do you
manage all of your passions without feeling burned out?

Photos by Alexis Rhone Fancher
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Adam Leipzig: The Movie Yoda (contiuned)
The advice I’m going to give is the whole philosophy
of MediaU, which is “do it by doing it.” Don’t make
meetings, make movies. Don’t make plans just go do it.
Right now, you have in your hand the capacity to make
a movie, edit it and upload it to the world. Whether it’s a
long movie or a short video, you can do it. You will learn
so much by just doing it and you’ll learn so much by just
getting the mentoring advice of people who have come
before you and also of your peers and other learners.
Sometimes people ask me what they should make, what’s
going to be commercial, what’s going to really work. That
question is a blind alley because if you’re making something
for other people just because you think it’s going to work,
you’re probably wrong. If I have had success in my career, it
is because I have opted to work with good people on projects
I care about. Sometimes they’ve been commercial and
sometimes they haven’t been commercial, but I feel good
about every one of them. I feel as though every one of them,
was a good use of my time.

Photo by Tommy Oceanak

What advice would you give to the next generation
of filmmakers/producers who would like to get
their start in the movie industry?
That whole question is really at the core of what we’re
doing at our new film school, MediaU. It is in collaboration
with the University of California so when people enroll,
they’ll get University of California credits. It is also
in collaboration with Slamdance Film Festival. We’re
building an ecosystem where learners of all ages, all
backgrounds and all levels of resources and experience
can learn from each other, and from those who have
come before and who might be a few steps ahead on
the road ahead and can point out the pitfalls and the
cul-de-sacs and the good things you should look out for.

Time is the only resource that is truly limited in our
existence on this planet. There is always more money,
there is always another something to do, but we only
have the time that we have. So, make good use of your
time by being only with good people and only working
on things that are the best use of your energies.
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Linda Kenney Miller: Strong Family Ties

“Everyone has a story inside of them.”
Linda Kenney Miller’s family history is filled with 20th-century innovators and disruptors. Through her stories,
she hopes to lift up and inspire current and future generations. Her book, Beacon on the Hill, tells the story of her
grandfather, John A. Kenney, M.D., a black physician who had a tremendous influence on opening the gates for
African Americans in the medical profession. The Kenney family’s success negates any harmful stereotypes used
to make African Americans feel less than. They are the embodiment of excellence.
Linda grew up in Tuskegee, Alabama, during the civil rights era. “Tuskegee was an alternate reality to the
pervasiveness of the segregation around us,” she says. “It was like a little utopia in the middle of the chaos
of Alabama.” There were two sides of Tuskegee, Alabama: The black side called “Tuskegee Institute” and the
white side, simply called, “Tuskegee.”
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Linda Kenney Miller: Strong Family Ties (contiuned)

Photography courtesy of Nakeya Brown

According to Linda, they had all the tools needed to be
a “separate, successful, independent and functioning
society.” Plumbers, electricians, and painters lived on
the same street as doctors, lawyers and composers. They
all worked together to make great contributions in their
community. Linda admits she took for granted the array
of talent in her small community. On her way to school,
she would see the famous composer, William Dawson,
and the “Father of Black Aviation,” Chief Anderson, who
once took Eleanor Roosevelt for a ride in the sky to prove
blacks were just as capable of flying a plane as their
white counterparts.

We’ve all seen the pictures—”white-only” or “colored-only”
signs above water fountains, restrooms, restaurants, and
every part of public life. When she was 13, Linda and a
few of her friends were sent up North by their parents
to attend boarding school and to escape segregation.
Her parents wanted her to be a part of an integrated
educational experience. Reflecting on her childhood,
Linda is grateful for everything she’s learned. Those
lessons influenced her work and life mission. “I know
all too well the lifetime of emotional and psychological
scars hate inflicts on its victims,” she says. “That knowledge
inspires me to write about it, talk about it and expose how
it affects our lives today. It’s my tribute to the ancestors
who paved the way.”

But things were different once leaving the racial haven
of Tuskegee Institute and the community immediately
surrounding it. Segregation was very real in the South.
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Linda Kenney Miller: Strong Family Ties (contiuned)

“Tuskegee was an alternate
reality to the pervasiveness of
the segregation around us,” she
says. “It was like a little utopia
in the middle of the chaos
of Alabama.”

Ten boxes…that was the number of boxes her grandfather
left behind after his passing in 1950. These boxes contained
his autobiographical papers, papers that would end up
being the source material for Beacon on the Hill. “He
saved everything. There were even notes on napkins.
Everyone in the family was going to do something with
the boxes. My father and my uncle said they would do
something with the boxes but over the years…ended up
not doing anything with them,” she says. Linda took the
boxes with her to Atlanta many years later. In between
jobs, she made the decision to open them and see what
she could find. “When I opened the boxes, I was stunned
at the history my grandfather and grandmother were
responsible for.” She would write every day from sunrise
to sunset. She says, “It was an amazing project because
I found letters and correspondence from some of the
giants in ‘negro medicine.’” She explains further, “There
was correspondence from Dr. Daniel Hale Williams, the
‘Father of Open-Heart Surgery,’ and Dr. Charles Drew,
the developer of the first large blood bank. I also found
correspondence from an ENT from Tennessee named
Dr. C.V Roman. He was an amazing scholar, writer
and orator. In the middle of a medical paper, he would
wax philosophical on many topics affecting the black
community and humanity in general.”

Her father, Dr. Howard Kenney, was an early inspiration
for Linda. She says, “He was a revered doctor and director
of the John A. Andrew Memorial Hospital, founded by
his father (John Kenney) and Booker T. Washington in
1912.” The hospital was a vital part of the school
and community until 1967. He and his colleagues
worked tirelessly to upgrade the health and longevity of
the community. Some members of the community could
only pay for their healthcare with chickens or eggs. It
wasn’t about money for Dr. Howard Kenney, but service
to his community. “Like his father, service to his fellow
man was his mission. That was the mantra of so many
of our black heroes growing up in that time: service to
the race; service to human beings.”

Linda shared that she would love to someday write about
Dr. James Arthur Kennedy and Cornelius Marion Battey.
Dr. James Kennedy (her maternal grandfather) went
from being a sleeping car porter to a pharmacist, then
to a physician, ultimately becoming a general surgeon.
He served in the 92nd Infantry Division in WWI. For his
bravery, James was awarded the Distinguished Service
Cross. The medal was placed on his uniform by General
Pershing, himself. “During combat in France, Dr. Kennedy
voluntarily moved his entire Aid Station from a protected
dugout to an unprotected area nine miles from the front
line and the Metz forts (German forts),” she explains.
“In a partially wrecked shack with four of his black
trained assistants, he personally attended to and
evacuated 360 severely gassed and wounded men of
John A. Kenney, M.D
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Linda Kenney Miller: Strong Family Ties (contiuned)
for the school. “Battey started the first school of black
photography with a grant from George Eastman (Eastman
Kodak) at Tuskegee. He taught a number of esteemed
photographers like P.H. Polk and photographers such as
James Van Der Zee who followed him and mimicked his
style and experimentation,” she says. He even captured the
Grand Canyon in 1895 and 1896 – in all of its grandiosity.
How he managed to do this perplexes Linda. With wonder,
she says, “How in the world did this man get to the Grand
Canyon? In those days transportation was difficult
and dangerous for a black man. The nature and size of
photographic equipment (required at that time) also would
be problematic. Battey took portraits of some of the
most influential men of his time, including Booker T.
Washington, Frederick Douglass, W.E.B Dubois, and
Paul Laurence Dunbar.

Early surgery from Beacon on The Hill

his Battalion! He worked 55 hours without food or water
helping the wounded and wrapping and tagging those
left on the battlefield for burial.”
Cornelius Marion Battey, also known as C.M. Battey,
was an influential photographer. Linda and her husband
discovered almost 200 of his photographs while cleaning
out her grandmother’s attic. At the time, she didn’t know
who he was. They took the photographs back to Atlanta.
A few years later, Linda visited the Tuskegee Archives
to carry out research on Battey. There, learned that out
Battey was one of Tuskegee’s first photographers, initially
doing independent photography for Booker T. Washington. After Mr. Washington passed away, President Moton
of the Institute, hired him to be the official photographer

Linda’s career as a writer started when she was over
50 years old. She quickly began to understand the
impact and importance of words. “Early in my writing
career, I realized how powerful the written word can
be, especially in telling our history that has been too
often overlooked,” she explains. Linda saw how her
words sparked the curiosity and creativity of her
readers. Whether that meant telling stories of their
own or unearthing the untold stories of African
Americans throughout history, either way, it was
inspirational to her. She was surprised her novel
won four national book awards. “My effort to tell
the story of my own family history, which I had only
recently learned, was well received. The awards are
humbling and the validation of my work means a lot.”
When Linda is not working, she enjoys spending time
with her family and traveling. “I have one granddaughter
who is six years old who’s teaching me as much as I’m
teaching her. I love spending time with family, and
traveling when I can is crucial,” she says. For those who
would like to share their stories, she encourages them
to just get started. She loves to pass on the little piece of
advice her creative writing professor gave to her: “Don’t die
with that book inside of you.” Even if you don’t consider

10

March 2019 | soulvisionmagazine.com

Linda Kenney Miller: Strong Family Ties (contiuned)
yourself a writer, get it out there. “It is very important that
you tell your story even if you have to record it and have
someone else write it. Whatever the mission is—put it
down on paper so everyone can benefit from it.”

“My effort to tell the story of
my own family history, which I
had only recently learned, was
well received. The awards are
humbling and the validation
of my work means a lot.”
Right now, she is working on a documentary about
John A. Kenney. She is also working with Tuskegee
University to make Beacon on the Hill required
reading for incoming freshman. John A. Kenney’s
name is placed on the bioethics building at Tuskegee,
yet very few students know his impact on the school
and American society as a whole. Linda Kenney Miller
does not want recognition or accolades for herself. She
doesn’t feel like she is quite finished with her mission.
“I hope to feel like I’ve ‘made it’ when people of all
ethnicities understand and respect the importance
of our history and its integral role in making this
country the most powerful in the world,” she says.
“My mission is to bring our history out of the darkness
and into the light wherever I find it.”
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Christine Peters: Diamond of Hollywood

Skye Peters (left), Christine Peters (center), and Caleigh Peters (right)

“Work hard and someone will notice.”
Christine Peters often works behind the scenes, but she is one of Hollywood’s shining stars. She has been responsible
for overseeing and producing some of the industry’s most recognizable films. After she was recruited by an LA
distribution company for a position as a Vice President of Foreign Sales and Distribution, Christine packed her bags,
said goodbye to London, and headed to the US. After proving her talent, she shifted to the Guber-Peters Company
to work as a behind-the-scenes development executive. At Guber-Peters, she worked on the blockbuster film,
Gorillas in the Mist, and the 1989 Oscar winner for Best Picture, Rain Man. This success led to even bigger projects
for Christine. She earned a four-year production deal with Sony, overseeing the production of movies like Batman
Returns. In 1991, she started a 10-year partnership with legendary producer Robert Evans (Chinatown, The Godfather)
at Paramount. There, she produced the hit romantic comedy, How to Lose a Guy in 10 Days. It went on to gross
more than $177 million worldwide.
Today, Christine is head of Marmont Lane Entertainment, one of the few production companies addressing the lack
of female protagonists who are stars in their own stories. In a recent interview with Authority Magazine, she says, “We
stand out because we don’t compromise our commitment to putting women for women on the big screen, even
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Christine Peters: Diamond of Hollywood (contiuned)
when that doesn’t necessarily fall on the beaten path
to box office or Academy success.” Their upcoming
projects are fresh; realizing at just the right time to
capture a hungry audience who has been waiting long
enough for these types of projects to be made.

Christine Peters with Stan Lee

Christine is actively developing her latest project –
Legally Green. The story follows a young entrepreneur’s
successful rise in the cannabis industry after her
privileged boyfriend leaves her high and dry. In another
project, Best Enemies, two lifelong enemies rage war
over landing, as Christine explains it, the “same sexy
advertising client” in a competition set up by their fathers.
Finally, Brokers, follows a top Australian currency trader,
Kingsley Walker, who tries to conquer the interbank
currency market in ‘90s New York City after the unexpected
death of his fiancée.
Christine is a hard working executive with a big heart.
She makes sure everyone is taken care of and is always
open to lending a hand to those in need. Christine also
has a weakness for animals and her family. She has five
rescue dogs, even though she only planned to have one.
She has two daughters, a film executive and an up and
coming director. She’s enjoyed seeing them grow into
strong, independent women.

Christine Peters with Lawrence Bender

She thanks Robert Evans, Sumner Redstone (the media
magnate), and Sherry Lansing (her mentor) for helping
her along the way. Christine Peters has paid it forward
by giving so many a fighting chance in Hollywood. She
is an amazing executive who lifts as she climbs.

“We stand out because we don’t
compromise our commitment
to putting women for women
on the big screen, even when
that doesn’t necessarily fall on
the beaten path to box office or
Academy success.”

Christine Peters with Matthew McConaughey
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Monty Ross Steps Into the Spotlight
When reflecting on his filmmaking career, he says “It’s
unbelievable what can happen over the course of three
decades.” To many, the role of a producer is elusive; it isn’t
always clear what they do. Monty likens the role of the
producer to “a negotiator.” He explains, “there are many
departments involved in making a great film. Over 125 to
300 people work on some projects. It’s my job as a producer
to negotiate contracts and deal memos, manage budgets for
rentals and purchases, manage egos and attitudes, as well
as maintain the vision of the project over a 20 to 30 day
period,” he says. “That’s a tremendous amount of
responsibility. One mistake in the delicate balance of
‘keeping everyone happy’ can easily cause things to fall
apart. Each person has to feel that they are a part of not
only their department but the entire production as well.”

“Do the work when no one
is looking.”
Monty Ross was born in Omaha, Nebraska and began
his filmmaking career as an acting student at Clark
Atlanta University (formerly known as Clark College).
There, Monty became friends with Spike Lee and a
collective of classmates that loved film and television—
Jasmine Guy, Bill Nunn, and Samuel L. Jackson were
among them. They were all just kids kickin’ it and
following their dreams. Who knew they all would
become successes in their own right. Monty would later
co-found the legendary production company, 40 Acres
and a Mule Filmworks, with Spike Lee in the mid-80s.
At 40 Acres, Monty co-produced School Daze, Do The
Right Thing, Crooklyn, Malcolm X, and more. Not too
bad for a kid from the Midwest.

Today, Monty serves as President of Film and Production
at Soulidifly Productions. Soulidifly Productions isn’t
afraid of the changes affecting the movie industry, in
fact, they are embracing them. “There are wonderful
opportunities in niche markets for high-quality stories
that showcase a variety of diverse experiences in
urban culture available to emerging professionals and
production companies,” Monty explains. “Audiences today
are savvy, informed and very specific about what brand
they support financially. Providing those fans with
content that is engaging, inspiring, beautifully shot
and entertaining is challenging, yet extremely rewarding.
Soulidifly is on the cutting edge of delivering our brand
of content to fans who are ready for the next wave
of entertainment.”
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Jaqueline Fleming Knows Her Talent

Photos by Jamil Jones of JK Photography

“A chance encounter could be a life-changing event.”
Jaqueline “Jaq” Fleming is a Meisner actor. In plain English, “Meisner” means to act like a real person. A Meisner
actor must remember that their character is a real person with authentic reactions and emotions. Jaqueline carries
out this technique with effortless finesse.
After years of playing supporting roles in film and television, Jaqueline landed the leading actress role in Wes
Miller’s action-thriller, ATONE. In ATONE, she plays former special ops soldier, Laura Bishop. Laura must
kick, punch, and shoot her way through to save someone she loves. Her mission? To rescue her daughter from a
malicious group of hijackers who have taken over the church and are holding hostages, including her father.
It is a role that was tailor-made for Jaqueline. She shines on screen as a leading lady.

15

March 2019 | soulvisionmagazine.com

Jaqueline Fleming Knows Her Talent (contiuned)
Jaqueline was born in Copenhagen, Denmark and raised
between New York, St. Louis, and Chicago. She was bit
by the acting bug at the early age of 3 years old. She
would recite commercials as a child and act out scenes
from tv shows for her family members. She saw her first
Broadway play at the age of 8 years old, and she knew
then, all she ever wanted to do was be an actress.
Jaqueline attended Cathedral High School in NYC and
then went on to Columbia Film School in Chicago where
she majored in Theatre & Dance.
While living in LA, she worked in film after film and
show after show, however, she did not feel fulfilled
in her career. In 2002 she booked a movie filming
in New Orleans. While working on the film, she fell
in love with the city and decided to give Los Angeles
a break for a bit. She had no idea New Orleans would
become her home for over a decade.

In 2005, Hurricane Katrina hit and devastated New
Orleans. Jaqueline decided to move back to LA. She
returned to New Orleans a few years later to volunteer
at hospitals that needed additional help due to the
lingering impact of the hurricane.
While volunteering at The Children’s Hospital in New
Orleans, one of the doctors heard she was an actress and
asked if she taught acting classes. He had a little daughter
who always wanted to be an actress. This gave her the
idea to start Jaq’s Acting Studio. This is where one of
Hollywood’s most promising talents, Jason Mitchell,
started out. If his name doesn’t sound familiar, then you
might know him by his role as the late “Godfather of
Gangsta Rap,” Eazy-E, in the box-office smash, Straight
Outta Compton. She found what was missing from her
life as an actress in Los Angeles—mentoring.
Jaqueline’s mentoring and acting program expanded
throughout Louisiana. She made an impact by making a
difference in the lives of some of the troubled youth there.
In 2014, she won a Trailblazer award for her mentorship
work in New Orleans. In 2016, she felt her work there was
done and decided to move back to Los Angeles to pick up
where she left off, which was to pursue her acting career.
Jaqueline has her hands full in Los Angeles. She is currently
developing and pitching content, filming, and producing.
She mentors several young actors in the arts and encourages
them on their journey as actors.
Jaqueline recently wrapped filming on Wes Miller’s
highly-anticipated western, Hell on the Border. She
plays the female lead, Nellie Reeves, who was the wife
of the first black deputy U.S. marshal, Bass Reeves,
played by David Gyasi. The film also stars Ron Perlman
and Frank Grillo. From what we hear, she gave one
“hell” of a performance, no pun intended.
To learn more about Jaqueline Fleming, follow her on
IG @jaqfleming and Twitter @jaqfleming or Facebook
at Jaqueline Jaq Fleming.
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CHEF’S CORNER

Chef Mike Ledesma
Vegetarian Crab Cakes
Ingredients
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

4 cups hearts of palm
1 ⁄ 2 cup finely chopped scallions
1 tbsp. Old Bay seasoning
1 tbsp. toasted ground nori
1 tbsp. Dijon mustard
1 cup drained chickpeas
1 1 ⁄ 2 cup Vegenaise
1 ⁄ 4 cup lemon juice
Salt and pepper to taste
6 cups panko bread crumbs or
gluten free crumbs

Preparation
Photo by Lindsay File Photography

“Vegetarian Crab Cakes are a delicious
alternative to the popular fishcake.”

1.
2.
3.
4.

Cut hearts of palm in 1 ⁄ 2 inch chunks
Purée Vegenaise and chickpeas until smooth
Combine all ingredients and portion, and voila!!!
Pan sear and enjoy

When in Richmond, Virginia, stop by Perch RVA located at 2918 West Broad Street for a serving of their
Pacific-inspired cuisine, www.perchrva.com.
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SPARC: Every Child Is a Star

“Own Your Individuality.”
Each month we will highlight a community program
that aligns with the values of SoulVision Magazine.
We believe engaging with one’s community is critical
to fostering positive change in the world.
For our March issue, we highlight The School of the
Performing Arts in the Richmond Community, or SPARC,
a nonprofit community-based youth performing arts
organization based in Richmond, Virginia. Their Director
of Communications and Engagement, Sara Marsden,
explains that the purpose of SPARC is to “Get kids to
recognize and use the gifts that they’ve been given
through the performing arts.”
Their LIVE ART program allows those with disabilities
and “typically developing” youth to work together in a

Leslie Odom, Jr. and SPARC students photo by Jim Hale
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SPARC: Every Child Is a Star (contiuned)
diverse collection of visual and performing arts classes
for nine months. Here, they can develop great friendships
and even greater understanding of one another. LIVE
ART uses SPARC’s CARE (compassion, acceptance,
respect, and empathy) curriculum to help students
develop important interpersonal skills.

“Get kids to recognize and use
the gifts that they’ve been given
through the performing arts.”
The performing arts organization works heavily with
local schools, nonprofits and those in the community
that positively benefit youth. For this year’s MLK Day of
Service, the owners of Little Nomad invited singer, actor,
and author Leslie Odom Jr. of Hamilton fame to Richmond
to speak with SPARC students and members of the
Richmond community. Students were given the chance
to ask the Tony Award-winning actor questions about
his career as a Broadway actor.

SPARC LIVE ART students performing with Jason Mraz
at LIVE ART Love, photo by Eric Morgensen

Sara also shared with us an inspirational story about a
talented LIVE ART student named Shayla “Shayy” Winn.
After complaining about her constant headaches to her
doctor, it was discovered that she had a brain tumor. In the
process of removing this brain tumor, she became legally
blind. This did not stop Shayla from performing as the title
character in the musical, Aida, at her high school, Thomas
Dale. She also went on to perform as the lead again, in
SPARC’s summer production of the popular musical.
She worked tirelessly to get it right. SPARC even placed
different textures on the stage so her bare feet could feel
where she was as she went about her role. She continues
to follow her dreams and on March 6, she will appear on
American Idol. She is a testimony to the work of SPARC
and the lesson of perseverance. SPARC reminds us to
accept each other’s differences so everyone can thrive.
You can find more on SPARC by visiting sparcrichmond.org.
If you would like to volunteer with SPARC, you can email
sparc@sparconline.org.
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Melba Moore

Melba Moore was destined to be an entertainer. Her prolific career spans across a number of genres—Broadway,
Contemporary Soul/R&B, Pop, Rock, Jazz, Gospel, and Classical. Melba’s hard work has been rewarded with
many accolades. The awards list includes a Tony Award for Best Performance by a Featured Actress in a Musical
for her role as Lutiebelle in Purlie and the 2015 Sandy Hosey Lifetime Achievement Award from the Artists
Music Guild (AMG). Melba’s distinct, five octave vocal range has captivated audiences worldwide.
Her successful singing career includes three Grammy nominations, two Hot 100 singles (“Lean On Me” and
“You Stepped Into My Life”) and two number one Hot R&B hits (“A Little Bit More,” a duet with Freddie Jackson
and “Falling”). In 2017, Melba Moore’s all-star version of “Lift Every Voice and Sing,” was added to the Library
of Congress’ National Recording Registry, alongside the Manhattan Harmony Four’s rendition.
Her legacy as a woman of many firsts— the first African-American actress to replace a white actress in a lead role
on Broadway (Diane Keaton in the Broadway musical Hair) and the first African-American actress to play the lead
role of Fantine in Les Misérables—has opened the door of opportunity for many people of color. We hope Melba’s
quote inspires you to radiate love throughout the world with your God-given talents. Thank you, Melba, for being
one of the most beautiful people in the world, inside and out.
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Melba Moore (contiuned)

“To be inspired and to be thought of as an inspiration is the ultimate
reason to continue to reach for the very best you can be! I have and
will always believe that “If You Can Think It, You Can Do It.” Music
and performing come second nature to me. I love entertaining and the
work it takes to be at the top of your craft. I’ve learned over my career
that we can’t take anything good for granted and this journey is not a
rehearsal. I pray that when you get your chance to sing, act or dance,
you do them all in celebration and love!” –Melba Moore
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