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EDITORS NOTE

BK Fulton

Photos by “Beyond the Plate RVA”

“Do it with love.”
In the phenomenal blues song – “Baby What You Want Me To Do?” – the great bluesman Jimmy Reed sings
about how his lady has him doing whatever she needs him to. It’s classic blues, and there is a lot of truth in ” . . .
you got me doin’ what you want me to do.” My Queen has me cooking and the practice has made me quite good
at it, if I must say so myself. In fact, she talked me into my first celebrity cooking appearance just a few weeks
ago. You can see the episode of “Beyond the Plate RVA” below. If you want this type of magic in your unions—be
friends, share meals, enjoy each other’s talents, and pray together. It’s a simple formula to have your partner doing what you want them to do. What’s more, when you do it with love, they usually reciprocate.
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BK Fulton (contiuned)
the world of unique international timepieces with the
phenomenal master of horology Pietro Tomajer, founder of The Limited Edition, and catch up with RichWine
RVA’s creators Lance Lemon and Kristen Gardner Beal.
Finally, we celebrate the genius of the late pioneering
designer Jay Jaxon, share the latest from the Black
Violin Foundation and showcase the culinary magic of
chef Mike Lindsey.

“If you want this type of magic in your unions—be friends,
share meals, enjoy each other’s
talents, and pray together.”

Photo by Heidi Abbott

This issue of SoulVision Magazine is about people
who are lifting us with inclusive fresh stories in books,
narratives, and equations of time. We feature New
York Times bestselling author David L. Robbins. David
shares his latest work and what it takes to write convincingly about war and peace. We also spend some
time with Nic King, who is empowering youth through
the Legacy Cereal Company – the first black-owned
cereal company in the U.S, and Bruce Nahin who is
still making waves as a film producer. We travel into

You get a new look when you have SoulVision!
Click here to view video.
Follow BK Fulton on Instagram and Twitter. To learn
more about Soulidifly Productions, visit their website
soulidifly.com and follow them on Facebook, Instagram,
and Twitter.
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David L. Robbins: The Foundation of a Writer

Photo courtesy of David L. Robbins

“Whatever you are writing about, you want it to be authentic.”
David L. Robbins, the son of WWII veterans, went through boyhood with the feeling of otherness. This resulted in
a profound sense of him wanting to do good by others. Growing up in the small town of Sandston, Virginia, David
was tall and talkative but ethically and culturally different than his peers. He and his family were the only Jews
in town. “My skin’s white, as white as theirs, but I was different,” he recalls. “Growing up in East Richmond in
the late 50s and early 60s and going through my boyhood was an education in how to navigate differentness and
otherhood. I have not ever forgotten those lessons and sympathies.”
Towards the end of WWII, his Dad developed multiple sclerosis. This led David to question the very notion of
what masculinity is. “My father was a strong powerful dude. You didn’t want to mess with him,” he says. “But
because of his malady, he needed courage beyond being a father and husband.” David never saw his father run,
only limp. No matter the circumstances, his father got up in the morning to work multiple jobs and provide for
his family. “Strength exists when it is tested, right?” David says. “You don’t know how strong you are until you
pick something up. You don’t know how strong you are until you face a challenge.” To this day, David believes his
father to be the “most consistently strong man” he ever met.
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David L. Robbins: The Foundation of a Writer (contiuned)
impact that outlives him. “I had an epiphany, and the
epiphany led me to understand I don’t have spare time,”
he says. “Everything in my life can be directed towards a
goal. When I’m done with my work, writing, editing, and
teaching, what’s left over is not something to waste. It’s
a resource of time and money and heart that can be dedicated to the welfare of my community. It’s not excessive
to care about the people in our community.”

These moments of courage and strength surface in his
novels. “My early life taught me to admire big thematic
human characteristics,” David says. He isn’t interested in exploring the base desires of men—money, love,
or fame. Instead, he writes about the kind of courage
that someone needs to get through war or disease. In
his own words, David describes himself as a “writer of
themes more than plots.”

“My early life taught me to
admire big thematic human
characteristics.”
David is well known for his work within the Richmond
community. The Richmond Times-Dispatch named him
2017 Person of the Year honoree. In December of 2014,
David read an online article about a writing program in
upstate New York for military veterans to study writing
with a college professor for a weekend. David thought he
could create his own program that better served veterans. “These cats put on uniforms and trained hard and
sometimes went overseas to do difficult things, and they
just get a weekend?” He met with the executive director
of the Virginia War Memorial to create a project that
would go on for 12 weeks, similar to a college semester.
David was already teaching creative writing at Virginia
Commonwealth University (VCU). After talking to the
Virginia War Memorial Foundation’s board, the project
was a go. “Now, I had to do it.”

David L. Robbins leading a Mighty Pen Project class.
The Mighty Pen Project gives veterans an opportunity to
share their stories through the written word.
Photo courtesy of David L. Robbins.

When David was beginning his writing career, he was
offered the back pages of Style Weekly, Richmond’s
alternative weekly culture and arts newspaper. He was
appreciative but didn’t find much satisfaction in writing
for a newspaper. “I wanted to see my name sideways on
the spine of a book, and I was not going to settle seeing
my name horizontal anywhere.” In 1999, when David’s
first book War of the Rats was published, he felt like he’d
made it. That was his goal, “to do nothing more than
write stories for the rest of my life.” David has become
much more than a New York Times best-selling author.

Now in its sixth year and impacting over 150 veterans, the
Mighty Pen Project has not only been a success for David,
but a cathartic experience as well. As David sits around
the table with these veterans, he sees them tapping into
their own hearts and bearing witness to each other’s
experiences. He never tells them what to write. He says
it would be wrong to do that. “It’s a self-guided tour—the
healing is theirs, the stories are theirs, the catharsis is
theirs. The writing instruction is mine. It’s really beautiful
to see them band around each other and understand what
each other has gone through. I couldn’t have anticipated
that. I fully intend the Mighty Pen to outlive me.”

All of his success would be in vain if he did not give
back. Service is a theme that came up frequently in our
interview. “I believe my greatest achievement is getting
off the merry-go-round of self-interest,” David says.
With his platform and successes, he hopes to make an
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David L. Robbins: The Foundation of a Writer (contiuned)
Before he starts to write, David does a lot of prep
work. “The absolute last thing any writer should do is
touch a keyboard,” he advises. “So much should come
before you put words on the page. When I prepare, I
don’t think about the plot first, ever. I always consider the theme. If you have a story you want to tell, you
must isolate that part of the story first—like loss, grief,
loyalty, courage – something your reader can recognize
and share, something human and common, and often
powerful.” He compares theme to a lighthouse. “If you
have a beacon that tells you what your stories are truly
about, you won’t ever get out of your path when the
story gets foggy. It’ll help you make the right choices.”

In 2019, David was having dinner with a friend, a former chair of the Richmond School Board, when an African-American police officer entered the restaurant and
greeted her. She began to “gush” over the success of the
Mighty Pen to the officer. Impressed, he said he would
like to have a program like that for police and other
public safety employees. David says, “Then I put my
head in my hands and said, ‘I don’t have the time or the
patience, resources or desire to do this. But dammit,
now I have to.’” In April of 2020, David started Frontline Writers —a writing program similar to Mighty Pen
for police, fire, and emergency services essential workers. “These people live traumatic, adventurous, and
dangerous lives,” he says. “The writers share remarkable stories of human empathy and courage. You can
just see the heads nod around the table. A cop will tell a
story and a fireman will go ‘Yeah’ and a fireman will tell
a story and an emergency medical tech will go ‘Yeah.’
They terribly need this program.” In the coming years,
depending on resources and support from the community, David hopes to expand the Frontline Writers
program to other professions of public service, people
who might also deal with traumatic circumstances as
part of their working lives, including nurses, teachers,
social workers, even emergency room staff.

Most of David’s stories revolve around moments in
history. For research, he will read and notate dozens
of books, scan the internet for images and testimonies,
go to libraries and archives, always digging in the hope
that his characters and the story’s smaller moments will
emerge from the research. He recalls a time when he
was on a panel with other historical writers and someone in the audience asked how much of what they’ve
learned made it to the page. David asked the other two
writers to write down what they thought that percentage was. All three wrote 10 percent. “You research to
inform your character, not so much about what your
character does or says but to fully create the world your
character moves in.” Many of David’s novels revolve
around the grand events of the mid-20th century. He
will look through newspapers of the period for details
like the price of pork or savings bonds or the most
popular car of that year.

“I believe my greatest
achievement is getting off
the merry-go-round of
self-interest.”
David also advises writers to travel, to visit the places
they write about. “I’ve gone to some of the coolest,
exotic, and weirdest places in the world just to sit on

Photo by Julia Rendleman
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David L. Robbins: The Foundation of a Writer (contiuned)
like the one I’m writing now could well be another. I
accept that may be a literary pretension of mine, but I
don’t want to write books that are easily disposable, as
so much modern fiction tends to be. Historical novels
give me the best chance of that.”

a hill and imagine a tank battle.” In fact, David literally did this when he sat on a hill in the middle of the
Russian steppe that overlooked a sunflower field. “The
Germans came from over here and the Russians came
from over there.” This would be where the climax of
his book Last Citadel, which dramatizes The Battle of
Kursk, would take place. “You wouldn’t know the sunflower field was there unless you actually went there,”
he says. “It’s an incredible scene. There is this beautiful
juxtaposition of armor and men dying and struggling,
blinded by these tall stalks of golden sunflowers.”

His latest, Isaac’s Beacon (to be released August 10
this year), is about the creation of the State of Israel. “I
always wanted to write about this moment in history,”
he says. “I’d read Exodus by Leon Uris, but I didn’t feel
it aged well. It was written in 1959. I don’t think Exodus captured enough about the contemporary mindset
of the short history of Israel. It’s truly a beautiful place,
but it’s a hard land and people, and their story is really
morally complex.”

After the writer does all the heavy lifting, they’re then
ready to write. David uses the example of a juggler to
create an analogy about the role adequate research
plays. “A juggler might have 10 items in the air but is
only touching two at a time, while the others stay in
his orbit,” he explains. “He knows where they are, but
they’re free. That’s how research should work. You
have to stay out of the way and only touch those bits of
the story you need when you need them. But you must
have it all there, ready to fall into your hands. That only
comes from preparation, the reading, note taking, travel, interviews. Time spent with your chin in your palm.”
David doesn’t write stories simply for the reader’s pleasure. He hopes readers can actually learn something
that they didn’t know before. “If somebody wants to
learn about Stalingrad, they’ll read War of the Rats. If
they want to learn about the fall of Berlin, read The End
of War. If they want to learn about Kursk, there’s Last
Citadel. By the time they’re done, they know a helluva
lot about the Eastern Front of World War II.”

“I had an epiphany, and the
epiphany led me to understand
I don’t have spare time.”
Looking back at his work, David is proud of the oeuvre
he has put together for readers to digest. “I feel like I’ve
written a handful of definitive books,” he says. “I feel

Photo by Heidi Abbott
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David L. Robbins: The Foundation of a Writer (contiuned)
Isaac’s Beacon focuses on the Deir Yassin and Kfar
Etzion massacres, both taking place in 1948 just before
the creation of the State of Israel. “If you look at Deir
Yassin, it was a vicious act on behalf of the Jews. They
just went nuts on an Arab village. Then weeks later, the
Arabs did the same at a place called Kfar Etzion where
they mowed down a couple hundred surrendering Jews.
The story of Isaac’s Beacon revolves around the lead-up
to these two events.”

story no matter what. “Don’t be dissuaded because of
how difficult or hard it is. Trust me, little compares
to somebody telling you they love your writing. It can
sometimes be even better than saying you love me. To
quote Henry David Thoreau, ‘Madam, you are holding
the best of me.’ That’s what I try to put on the page.
And when I’m done, what I try to bring to the rest of my
day. The best of me.”
If you are interested in joining the Mighty Pen Project,
sign up here. If you are interested in joining Frontline
Writers, sign up here.

When asked if he had further advice for aspiring writers, David stresses the importance of having tough
skin. Learn to coexist with the word ‘No,’ and tell your
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RichWine RVA: Developing Your Palate

Kristen Gardner Beal and Lance Lemon, co-founders of RichWine RVA. Photos courtesy of RichWine RVA.

“Explore without expectations.”
Lance Lemon and Kristen Gardner Beal are Central Virginia natives who came together to create RichWine RVA, an
online wine delivery service based in Richmond, Virginia. “I have a knack for turning ideas into concepts that later
become a unique, fun, profitable business,” Kristen says. “I find joy in helping people turn entrepreneurial dreams
into a sustainable reality.” Lance simply describes himself as an “actor who loves wine.” Outside of RichWine RVA,
he has a successful acting career. In 2017, he starred in Jeff Nichols’s film Loving. “I enjoy telling a story. I love to
entertain. I love to daydream and build upon that dream. Last, I love to go get that dream,” he says.
With RichWine RVA, Kristen and Lance hope to break down cultural and social barriers that may prevent people
from exploring and enjoying wine. “Wine has been a way for me to get to know myself more intently by paying
close attention to my palate, trying new varietals with an open mind, and oftentimes just letting myself explore
without expectation.,” Kristen says.
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RichWine RVA: Developing Your Palate (contiuned)
RichWine RVA’s key demographic ranges from 25-35
year-olds. “It’s nice to see younger people from our
age group exploring the world of wine with us, and it’s
always refreshing to have an open convo about wine,”
Lance says. Lance and Kristen want everyone to be
comfortable. No pretensions. “Drink the juice and have
a good time. Wine has often been portrayed as this
old-world kind of thing,” he says. “Not saying that’s a
negative, but it’s great to see this fresh new hip up-andcoming energy behind the world of wine.”

Kristen and Lance also want to get kids of color into
the vineyard. “Not to drink, of course, but for the sake
of the experience,” Lance says. “To show them that
there is an avenue in the world of wine that they may
have never even thought of. You don’t have to become a
Somm or be a winemaker to be in the business of wine.”
He says before they even start thinking about career
paths, they should simply be introduced to vineyards,
how wine is produced, and the history of it all.
The two entrepreneurs would like to transition from the
digital space to transition to a permanent brick and mortar. “We want to keep bringing you amazing wine,” Kristen says. “Ideally, we would like to raise enough funds to
transition into a storefront. The vibes are in my head and
in my heart. We are determined to make it happen.”
To learn more about RichWine RVA, visit their website
and follow them on Facebook and Instagram.

Kristen encourages younger people who are not of legal
age to drink to start to familiarize themselves with wine
culture. “They should study viticulture, the varietals
that are grown across the regions, and seek to understand the various flavor profiles and how that lines up
nicely against food,” she says. “As soon as that 21st
birthday comes around, it’s time to hit the vineyards
and apply said knowledge,” she says.
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Pietro Tomajer’s Dazzles Watch Collectors
With The Limited Edition

Photo courtesy of The Limited Edition

“The watch is the most intimate object a person can possess.”
Italian native Pietro Tomajer is the founder of The Limited Edition, an online platform aimed at promoting independent watchmaking. “My dream was to turn one of my passions into my main activity,” he says. “I was inspired
to create The Limited Edition in 2015 in the UK.” With a focus on contemporary watchmakers and independent
artisan brands, the platform serves over 1000 collectors from all over the world and gives watch collectors a look
into the stories that are coming out of the world of unique watchmaking. Pietro believes that the watch is the most
intimate object a person can possess. “Their value goes over and beyond the price tag,” he explains. “Behind every
watch is a story. We are witnesses and sharers of this magical element and would like to contribute by sharing our
knowledge and passion for watches.”
To celebrate The Limited Edition’s 5th anniversary, the brand developed a special edition watch named the Armin
Strom Gravity Equal Force TLE 5th Anniversary. The watch is a collaborative project with the Swiss brand Armin
Strom and their partners Comblemine. The dial is done by Finnish watchmaker Kari Voutilainen. “These kinds of
projects all have soul as they carry the brands’ values along with our guiding expertise,” he says. “We also consider
our collectors’ feedback as an integral part of the project,” says Pietro.
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Pietro Tomajer’s Dazzles Watch Collectors With The Limited Edition (contiuned)

The Armin Strom Gravity Equal Force TLE 5th Anniversary.

The Laurent Ferrier Classic Origin Opaline.

Photo courtesy of The Limited Edition.

Photo courtesy of The Limited Edition.

The Limited Edition is always looking for new and
exciting contemporary watchmakers. Pietro looks for
“the unusual and the unexpected.” “We thrive with the
intention of giving our collectors a new way of expressing their love for watchmaking, farther and beyond the
usual watch brands that can be found on every highstreet around the world,” Pietro says. Pietro is also
involved in Andrea Monti Perini’s Bramaterra red wine.
“This new venture in winemaking is another promising avenue in my everlasting quest of making a job out
of my passions,” he says. Through his many passions,
Pietro Tomajer celebrates the enthusiast in all of us.
To learn more about Pietro Tomajer’s Limited Edition,
visit their website and follow them on Facebook,
Instagram, and Twitter.

The Schwarz Etienne/Kari Voutilainen Roma Sinergy.
Photo courtesy of The Limited Edition.
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MEDIA-MUSIC-STAGE

Bruce Nahin Uplifts New Talent

Photos by Rachel Jeraffi

“Seeing young people succeed makes my work worthwhile.”
Bruce Nahin is a veteran in the film industry. Born and raised in Los Angeles, Bruce is involved with more than
thirty films in all genres and platforms each year. He is an executive in charge of production and does business
affairs in film and TV. He is also an active member of the Producers Guild of America and SAG/AFTRA. “We are
working on several films in pre-production. That means we are casting, setting up crew, and finding locations.”
In 1976, Bruce, as a young law student, co-founded Chippendales and remained CEO until 1994. He also worked
as an entertainment lawyer for Death Row Records, the legendary and controversial label that gave rise to rap
legends like Tupac and Snoop Dogg.
Currently in production is an unnamed project about Lake Lanier and the racist history of Forsyth County. “The project deals with the loss of black lives due to a cavalier racist government,” Bruce says. In 1912, white people forced out
all of 1,098 of Forsyth’s black residents. Black residents made up about 10 percent of the population. Other projects in
production are a BET Christmas film and an eight-part series about the story of his days at Chippendales.
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Bruce Nahin Uplifts New Talent (contiuned)
Bruce uses his legacy and platform to uplift up-and-coming talent, particularly those of color. On his Instagram,
he often highlights an upcoming creative and their work.
He most recently celebrated the win of Chloe Zhao,
the first Asian woman to win an Academy Award for
best director. Bruce lectures and mentors at UCLA, his
alma mater. “I love working with young filmmakers and
enjoy teaching and mentoring them,” he says. “When I
see them move on to established careers and even win
awards it makes it all worthwhile”

To learn more about Bruce Nahin, follow him on
Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter.

14

May 2021 | soulvisionmagazine.com
BUSINESS

Nic King’s New Cereal Brand Empowers Youth

Photo by Nic King

“Black health matters.”
Nic King has always seen himself as being an innovator and disruptor. During the 2020 summer of unrest, Nic
King came up with an idea: create a cereal that would not only be a healthier option but would also have a positive
impact on black and brown youth. After doing some research, he realized there were no black-owned cereal companies, so he created the Legacy Cereal Company, the first black-owned cereal company in the U.S. “The company
will revolutionize and disrupt the cereal industry,” he says. “Being a millennial and looking at Gen Z, we think
differently and more creatively with our ideas and concepts.”
The company’s first product is called Proud Puffs, a vegan, plant-based cereal made with natural sweeteners
(monk fruit). Nic understands the importance of education, empowerment, and representation. The cereal itself
comes in the form of an empowerment fist. The front of the cereal box shows members of Nic’s family—his son,
sisters, nieces, and nephews. Turning the box over to the side, influential black figures who moved black culture
forward—Madam C.J. Walker, Katherine Johnson, Bessie Coleman, Jackie Robinson, and more—are celebrat-
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Nic King’s New Cereal Brand Empowers Youth (contiuned)
ed. Looking at the back of the box, an “affirmations
word search puzzle” is included to help children start
their day with a positive mindset. “We have opened up
the conversation on a national level on not only why
healthier and more nutritional cereal matters but why
representation matters,” he says.
Nic hopes Legacy Cereal Company will have a huge
cultural and social impact. “In the next 6-12 months, if
not sooner, Proud Puffs intends to have a strong presence in big-box retail. The company is also working on
social initiatives that include addressing food deserts in
low-income communities,” he says. With Proud Puffs,
youth will feel empowered to believe they can be all
they want to be.
Legacy Cereal Company’s first product, Proud Puffs, is a vegan,
plant-based cereal made with natural sweeteners (monk fruit).
Photo by Nic King.

To learn more about Nic King and Legacy Cereal
Company, visit their website and follow Nic on Instagram.
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CHEF’S CORNER

Chef Mike Lindsey
Lobster Shrimp and Grits
Course: Brunch or Dinner
Cuisine: Southern American
Prep Time: 15 minutes
Cook Time: 30 minutes
Total Time: 45 minutes
Serving Size: 2

Ingredients:

Photo by Courtney Jones

“A beautiful blend of seafood,
creamy grits, and fresh tomatoes
in a fragrant cream sauce.”

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

1 tbsp vegetable oil
8 extra jumbo shrimp peeled
2 ounces diced andouille sausage
3 ounces lobster claw and knuckle meat
1 tbsp chopped shallots
1 tsp chopped garlic
8 ounces of heavy cream
2 tsp old bay seasoning
8 grape tomatoes (cut in half lengthwise)
1 tbsp cold butter
1 cup stone-ground grits
2 cups whole milk
2 cups water
1/2 cup shredded jack/cheddar blend cheese

Preparation:
1. Place milk and water in a saucepot and bring to a boil. Add
grits and bring to a boil again.
2. Turn down to a simmer and cover. When grits are done,
add shredded cheese. While grits are cooking, prep other
ingredients.
3. In a large sauté pan, add oil and heat on medium heat.
While oil is heating, season shrimp with 1 tsp of old bay
seasoning. Add sausage to pan and sauté for 30 seconds.
Add shrimp and sauté for 30 seconds, then flip over.
4. Add shallots and garlic, sauté for 30 seconds. Add lobster
meat, sauté for 30 seconds. Add heavy cream and 1 tsp of
old bay seasoning, cook for 1 minute.
Photo by Scott Elmquist

Chef Mike Lindsey is the chef/owner of Lillie Pearl.
Lillie Pearl is located at 416 E Grace St, Richmond,
VA 23219.

5. Add tomatoes and remove from heat. Swirl in butter until
melted and sauce is thickened.
6. Spoon grits into 2 large bowls. Place shrimp and other
ingredients around the grits evenly. Pour cream sauce
around the grits.
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The Black Violin Foundation: Giving Brilliant
Musicians a Helping Hand

Kev Marcus and Wil B, instrumentalists of the hip-hop and classical music fusion duo Black Violin.
Photos courtesy of the Black Violin Foundation

“We want to empower youth to color outside of the lines
and push the boundaries of music through innovation.”
The Black Violin Foundation, based in Fort Lauderdale, Florida, was created by Kev Marcus and Wil B, instrumentalists of the hip-hop and classical music fusion duo Black Violin, to “empower youth by working with them in their
communities to provide access to quality music programs that encourage creativity.” The Black Violin Foundation
serves as an extension of what Black Violin does in front of audiences worldwide: prove to young people that they
can be themselves and still be successful. The Foundation is co-directed by Anne Sylvester, wife of Kev Marcus, and
Corryn Freeman, wife of Wil B. “Our long-term goal is to empower youth to color outside of the lines and push the
boundaries of music through innovation,” says Anne Sylvester.
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Nic King’s New Cereal Brand Empowers Youth (contiuned)
Through its three programs, the Foundation provides
opportunities for youth of all strides and backgrounds.
“Everything we do has soul! Our whole organizational
objective is to help youth bring their own individual
essence to the realm of classical musicianship.” The
James Miles Musical Innovation Grant for Continuing Education provides scholarships of up to $2,500
to young musicians. The Dreamer Diversity Equity &
Inclusion Grant to give young Black, Indigenous, and
people of color (BIPOC) access to music lessons or
continuing education. Their Dreamer Instrument Access
program is a partnership with the Baroque Violin Shop
to provide beginner and advanced students with string
instruments based on need.
From left: Kev Marcus, Anne Sylvester (Foundation President),
Corryn Freeman (Foundation Vice President), and
Wil B. Photo by David I Muir.

2021 applications will be available soon. “We are preparing our 2021 program applications so we can serve the
music community,” says Corryn Freeman. “Applications
will be made available for all programs on June 1, 2021.”
The Black Violin Foundation is gearing up for another
year of giving brilliant musicians a helping hand.
To learn how you can support The Black Violin
Foundation, visit their website and follow them
on Facebook and Instagram.

Legacy Cereal Company’s first product, Proud Puffs, is a vegan,
plant-based cereal made with natural sweeteners (monk fruit).
Photo by Nic King.
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Jay Jaxon

Photo by ZUMA Press/Alamy

“Black health matters.”
Jay Jaxon was a trailblazing black fashion designer. He was born and raised in Queens, New York, and earned his degree
from FIT, the Fashion Institute of Technology. He began his career in Paris in 1968. Jaxon studied under some of the
most renowned creators in the industry: Jean-Louis Scherrer, Yves Saint Laurent, and Marc Bohan for Christian Dior.
Using this knowledge, he returned to America in hopes of pursuing his own line. While in the U.S. he worked for
other designers until he landed several jobs in Los Angeles. He worked for Jill Richards, making clothing for media stars including Luther Vandross, Diahann Carroll, Thelma Houston, and Sammy Davis Jr.
He also designed for the television industry. His work appeared on The Division, Angel, Ally McBeal, and Sabrina:
The Teenage Witch. In the film industry, he created looks for characters in Mr. & Mrs. Smith and The Men’s Club.
These accomplishments led him to design for the stage in Ailey Celebrates Ellington and The Colors of Christmas.
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Jay Jaxon (contiuned)
As the first American to head a French couture brand,
Jaxon transcended the boundaries of single-country culture, bringing his American eye to France. His
creativity hybridized fashion in terms of aesthetic and
functionality, specializing in loose-fitting long-lined
outfits. Jaxon empowered women with his clothing
designs and became a staple name in fashion.
He designed for about 40 years by being adaptable
and setting trends that are timeless. He incorporated
diversity and individuality into his groundbreaking
designs. His fascinating work granted him an exhibit at
the Queens Public Library in 2019 by curator Rachel A.
Fenderson entitled, “JAY JAXON: Fashion Designer,
Le Couturier, Costumer | 40 Years of Fashion Design
Brilliance” His legacy was celebrated there in August

of 2019. Jaxon’s excellence has paved the way for other
fashion designers who seek to merge American fashion
with other countries’ couture. His greatness is recognized internationally, on screen, and on the runway,
which is a testament to his iconic fashion influence.

“I’d like to make my contribution a
mixing — making it in love. I’ll use
the colors of all the people of the
earth — cream, beige, tan, brown
and some yellow and reddish tones,
possibly stressing the combinations
of brown and white.” – Jay Jaxon
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