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BK Fulton
EDITORS NOTE

While we still have work to do, I believe we have to recognize the progress we’ve made since our beginnings in this land some 
400 years ago. I was reminded of this truth during my recent visit to Jackson, Mississippi for the World Premiere of our latest 
film A Day to Die featuring Bruce Willis, Leon, Kevin Dillon, and Frank Grillo. During our trip we visited the Mississippi Civil 
Rights Museum before going on a tour of our Jackson-based studio. As fate would have it, Mr. Hezekiah Watkins was work-
ing at the museum during our visit. You may not know his name, but I hope you have heard of the “Freedom Riders.” At only 
13 when he was arrested, Hezekiah was the youngest of the Freedom Riders taken to death-row at the infamous Parchman 
Prison. He was only out that day to see what all the fuss was about in downtown Jackson, Mississippi. He had no idea that he 
would be arrested and taken directly to prison where he would be beaten and brutalized by adult inmates on death-row for 
murder and other violent crimes. This was 1961; clearly within our lifetimes. Mr. Watkins was steadfast in his resolve that 
while he did not choose his moment in history, he helped to clear the way for integrated bus riding for all passengers no mat-
ter what ethnicity. It was a victory achieved at great cost. I shared with Hezekiah that because of his sacrifice, our production 
team was able to film a real Hollywood shoot-em up with explosions and helicopters just blocks from where Hezekiah was 
arrested. The African American Mayor, local businessmen and women, college students, and locals from around Mississippi 
were on hand to celebrate the completion of our film. We’ve come a long way.

In this issue of SoulVision Magazine we celebrate Women’s History Month by highlighting the work of media pioneer 
Daphne Maxwell Reid. She has been making a way out of no way in a career spanning 43 years. We also share with you 
stories on emerging designer, model, and bodybuilder Jordan Clark, take a look at A Day to Die, and witness NY Racing 
Team make NASCAR history with the Grambling State University #44 car. This month we also share with you a recipe 

BK Fulton with Hezekiah Watkins at the Mississippi Civil Rights Museum in Jackson, Mississippi. Photos courtesy of BK Fulton.

“We’ve come a long way.”
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from Chef Moe and highlight fem-treneur Jean Drum-
mond’s innovative healthcare consulting firm, HCDI. 

Finally, we appreciate the eclectic and captivating art of the 
Black American Artists Alliance of Richmond and honor 
one of America’s most celebrated poets, Dr. Maya Angelou. 
You get a new look when you have SoulVision!

Follow BK Fulton on Instagram and Twitter. To learn 
more about Soulidifly Productions, visit their website 
 soulidifly.com and follow them on Facebook, Instagram, 
and Twitter.

BK Fulton - March 2022 (continued)

“While we still have work to do, I 
believe we have to recognize the prog-
ress we’ve made since our beginnings 
in this land some 400 years ago.”

When Freedom Riders got off the Greyhound bus, the local 

police put them into the paddy wagon
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Daphne Maxwell Reid Isn’t Finished Yet
CELEBRITY

Actress, fashion designer, photographer, and former model Daphne Maxwell Reid isn’t finished yet. There is so much 
more she wants to achieve in her career. Working in front of the camera is just one of them. “Daphne Style is how I 
express my design passion with all custom pieces,” Daphne says. “I want to be known for all the creative things I do 
in my life. I continue to strive to fulfill the ideas that come to me.” At 73 years old, Daphne Maxwell Reid appreciates 
where she’s been and is optimistic about where she is going.

Daphne grew up in Manhattan, New York, and was raised in the Amsterdam Houses. “They were called the projects,” 
she says. “It was a multicultural environment full of multicultural things to do. I had a wonderful childhood. I had a 
mother, father, two brothers and lots of friends.” Even though they were poor, Daphne and her brothers didn’t know 
it. Her parents instilled in her an appreciation for education. After graduating from the Bronx High School of Science, 

Photo by Tim Reid

“Learn about it before trying to be about it.”
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she enrolled at Northwestern University receiving a  
National Merit Scholarship. 

She graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in interior design 
and architecture. Throughout her life, she was the first 
of many—first African American on the cover of Glam-
our magazine, first Black homecoming queen at North-
western, and co-owner of Virginia’s first full-service film 
studio. “I think my favorite first was being my mother’s 
first and only daughter,” she says jokingly. “But I’ve been 
breaking down barriers since I was in the fourth grade.” 
She was the only Black child in advanced placement 
classes in the fourth through the ninth grades. At North-
western University, she was 1 of only 36 Black students in 
her freshman class.

Her time at Northwestern was tough. Daphne was called 
the N-word by a potential roommate after they found out 
they would be rooming with a Black girl. Daphne chose 

to room on her own. There were no Black sororities on 
campus back then and the white sororities didn’t accept 
her. After a former high school teacher submitted her pic-
ture to Seventeen magazine for their “real girl” issue, that 
photo was placed in The Daily Northwestern newspaper 
for the homecoming queen competition. Daphne was a 
finalist along with four white women. 

When she was crowned homecoming queen, the pres-
ident at the time didn’t look her in the eye. After the 
photo op, he just walked away. No one applauded her. 
Northwestern didn’t include her crowning in the year-
book because they deemed it unimportant. This was 1967 
Illinois. “I certainly was not looking to be crowned but 
things fell into place and it happened,” she recalls. “It 
wasn’t a pleasant experience but hey, some things aren’t 
and you just have to keep on moving.” But Daphne kept 
climbing. In 1969, Daphne became the first black woman 
on the cover of Glamour magazine.

Daphne Maxwell Reid Isn’t Finished Yet (continued)

Daphne Maxwell Reid’s first published modeling photo in  

Seventeen magazine (January 1967). Photo courtesy of  

Daphne Maxwell Reid.

Daphne Maxwell Reid became the first Black homecoming 

queen at Northwestern University. Photo courtesy of  

Daphne Maxwell Reid.
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Upon reflection, Daphne doesn’t believe being the first 
has a special meaning to her personally. “It only has 
meaning in hindsight because when I am doing some-
thing, I am doing it because I want to,” she explains. “I 
am moving forward towards a goal and if I happen to 
be the first to do it then so be it.” After not returning 
to Northwestern for decades, Daphne returned to the 
university in 2006 to be awarded the Hall of Fame Award 
by the Black Alumni Association. In 2008, she returned 
to Ryan Field to crown the homecoming queen. Current-
ly, all of her archives are now available at the library of 
Northwestern University.

While Daphne was in college, she was a model for the 
Eileen Ford Agency. She would model until the early 
1970s before getting into acting professionally. Daphne 
got her first big break from actor Robert Conrad. In 1979, 

she was cast in his shows The Duke and A Man Called 
Sloane. In 1980 she first worked with her now husband, 
Tim Reid, on his show WKRP in Cincinnati. And then 
in 1987, she worked with Tim again on Frank’s Place as 
Hanna Griffin. The two would later create another show 
called Snoops in 1988. In the late 90s, Daphne and Tim 
founded New Millennium Studios, the first full-service 
film studio in Virginia. Several scenes from Steven Spiel-
berg’s Lincoln were filmed at New Millennium before the 
couple sold the studio in 2015.

Her most well-known role was her role as Aunt Viv on 
The Fresh Prince of Bel-Air. In 2020, Daphne Maxwell 
Reid was asked by Will Smith to be part of the Fresh 

Daphne Maxwell Reid Isn’t Finished Yet (continued)

In 1969, Daphne Maxwell Reid became the first black woman 

on the cover of Glamour magazine. Photo courtesy of  

Daphne Maxwell Reid.

Daphne Maxwell Reid expresses her passion for design and 

custom pieces through her Daphne Style fashion label.  

Photo by Michael Hosteler.
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Prince of Bel-Air Reunion. The cast was flown out to Hol-
lywood and stayed in separate hotels to make the reunion 
even more special. “We all had not been in the same place 
at the same time in over 27 years,” she says. “So just to 
see each other all together on the old set was such a kick. 
It was a joy. It was a warm and very moving experience. 
We were all glad to be there together because the love 
that we have for each other is evident.” 

This year, Reid will star in the film Trophy Wife. Daphne 
says the film was shot in Virginia and Maryland and she 
will play the grandmother of Toni Carter. Audiences can 
also expect Daphne to perform in the third film in The 
Business of Christmas series.

Daphne says breaking into the film industry isn’t easy. 
“You have to understand that showbiz has two words: 
show is one of them and business is the other,” she says. 
“If you are going into the film industry, find out how to 
be self-employed. Find out how to best support yourself 
until they call you.” Daphne emphasizes the importance 
of understanding that the business is much more than 
acting or directing or writing. “To make a proper film, 

it generally takes about 100 different people and they 
really have to work as a team. If you want to be a director, 
which most young people do, you have to know what the 
other 40 departments are doing and know that they are 
doing it well.” Simply put, Daphne believes that “. . . ex-
perience in the field is helpful, but if you want to be in the 
film business, learn about it before trying to be about it.”

Daphne is an avid traveler. This is documented through 
her photography books of doors she has taken from 
around the world. Daphne is currently offering a limited 
edition tote bag made from custom fabrics that feature 
her door prints.

Daphne is a creative force, a mother, and a grandmother 
of three. She loves her family. “My greatest accomplish-
ment was raising a group of very fine people: my chil-
dren,” she says. “Because when it is all said and done, all 
we have is family.” 

To learn more about Daphne Reid, visit her website and 
follow her on Facebook and Instagram.

Daphne Maxwell Reid Isn’t Finished Yet (continued)

Daphne Maxwell Reid is mostly known for playing Aunt Viv on 

The Fresh Prince of Bel-Air. From left: Daphne Maxwell Reid 

as Vivian Banks, Will Smith as William ‘Will’ Smith, the late 

James Avery as Philip Banks. Photo by Chris Haston/NBC/

NBCU via Getty Images.

The Fresh Prince of Bel-Air cast takes a selfie in 2017. The 

cast officially reunited in 2020 for the Fresh Prince of Bel-Air 

Reunion. From left: Will Smith, Tatyana Ali, Alfonso Ribeiro, 

Karyn Parsons, Daphne Maxwell Reid, and Joseph Marcell. 

Photo courtesy of Daphne Maxwell Reid.
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Jordan Clark: Designer, Athlete, Model

Jordan Clark is an artist working out of Cherry Hill, New Jersey. “I customize shoes and clothes.  I also create digital art, 
paint, and sculpt,” he says. “I capture style, creativity, and authenticity.” Jordan shares this through his Instagram page 
moonrock_designs. He is currently working on a luxury streetwear brand that he has been building over the past year. He 
was inspired by the work and innovation of the late Virgil Abloh. He hopes to launch the brand in 2023. “I believe people 
are at their greatest when they look and feel their best,” he says. “To hone my craft and prepare me for a successful launch, 
I have done several apprenticeships.” These apprenticeships taught Jordan how to customize leather clothing and how to 
work as a graphic designer professionally.

This spring, Jordan will graduate from Lincoln University with a bachelor of arts in graphic design. Along with being an art-
ist, Jordan is also a model and bodybuilder. As a serial entrepreneur, Jordan doesn’t stay in one lane. “I have seen my mom 
and dad successfully transition from the corporate office to being entrepreneurs, which has given me the confidence to take 
this direction,” he says. “I also believe I can mentor peers and those younger than myself to give them a better start.”

Jordan was a track athlete in high school and college so getting into bodybuilding was something that came naturally to him. 
Modeling on the other hand was something he later found that he enjoyed. “The more I modeled the better I became and 
the more opportunities I got,” he says. With his multiple creative outputs, he aims to outdo his expectations. “I don’t aim to 
please anyone because someone will always have something to say no matter the outcome, so if someone finds me interesting 
enough and likes what I’m doing that’s an honor.  I know I must always move to be authentic and level up whenever I can.”

Photo by Joe

“Better yourself whenever you can.”

ART
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To learn more about Jordan Clark, follow him on  
Instagram.

Jordan Clark: Designer, Athlete, Model (continued)

Kobe Bryant Tribute by Jordan Clark

Jordan Clark winning the Eastern USA Championships overall in the 
Men’s Physique category on Nov 13, 2021. This qualified Jordan for the 

nationals that take place on June 30, 2022. Jordan anticipates earning his 
Pro Card. Photo courtesy of Jordan Clark.

Originally published in IMIRAGE magazine. Photo by  

Don Harris. Clothing by Derrick Seller and Orlando.
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Wes Miller’s New Film ‘A Day to Die’ Brings the Heat

Wes Miller’s new film A Day to Die, starring Bruce Willis, drops everywhere on March 4. Willis’ co-stars include Kevin 
Dillon, Leon, and Frank Grillo. A Day to Die follows ex-military ops officer Conner Connolly (Dillon) who has to pay $2 
million in reparations to a local gang leader (Leon) in order to save his kidnapped wife. Conner recruits his old crew, 
led by Brice Mason (Grillo), to secure the money through a string of heists and to take revenge on the city’s corrupt po-
lice chief (Willis). In summary, there is enough action to keep audiences happy over its 1 hour and 45-minute runtime. 

Like Wes Miller’s previous films Hell on the Border, Atone, and River Runs Red, A Day to Die has plenty of heart and 
character development to match the explosions and gunfire. In an interview with GQ Middle East, Wes Miller discussed 
the film and his creative process. “I studied the script, shot-listed the entire film,” he said. “I didn’t want to shoot an 
empty action film, I wanted to dial in on who these characters are and make sure that all the action beats were true 
to them as characters. That way the audience would truly enjoy the action beats because they care about these flawed 
men.” The film was shot in Jackson, Mississippi, and wrapped up shooting in 2021. 

Watch the trailer. To learn more about A Day to Die, click here.  

Courtesy of Soulidifly Productions

“I didn’t want to shoot an empty action film.”

MEDIA-MUSIC-STAGE
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NY Racing Team, owned by Grambling State University (GSU) alum John Cohen, competed in the Daytona 500 
on Sunday, February 20th. Greg Biffle drove the #44 car, which was a Chevrolet Camaro wrapped in a Grambling 
paint scheme. The #44 car was the first car to represent an HBCU in NASCAR history and was sponsored by HBCU 
League Pass Plus, which is owned by Urban Edge Networks, Inc. The #44 was intentional. The number references 
the 44th President, Barack Obama; F1 driver Lewis Hamilton’s lucky number, and the jersey numbers of baseball 
Hall of Famers Reggie Jackson and Hank Aaron. The Thursday before the Daytona 500, Greg Biffle qualified for the 
Daytona 500 after he raced his way into 13th place in NASCAR’s second duel qualifying round.

Grambling State Represents at the Daytona 500

The #44 car is the first car to represent an HBCU in NASCAR history. Photos courtesy of NY Racing Team.

“Have Pride and you will never be disappointed.”

SPORTS
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At the Daytona 500, Greg Biffle finished in 36th place 
after a fuel pump went out 8 laps into the race. He was 
the first to leave the race and returned after the repair. 
However, he did not finish last. He finished ahead of 
Denny Hamlin, William Byron, Harrison Burton, and 
Ross Chastain. “Finished 36th after tackling a fuel pump 
issue early,” the NY Racing Team tweeted on Sunday. 
“Grambling State was built on Pride as Coach Eddie 
Robinson always expressed. Have Pride and you will 
never be disappointed. The NY Racing Team crew had a 
lot of Pride and they were determined to finish this Race!

In an interview with GSU before the races, John Cohen 
laid out his intentions for representing his alma ma-
ter. “It’s all about representing HBCUs and especially 
Grambling in a sport that I love,” said Cohen. “I’ve been 
trying to bring racing to a wider audience since 2009. I 
hope that having a car that looks like ours with all the 
Grambling branding on it will help make that happen.” 
With four Black owners, the most ever competing in this 
year’s Daytona 500, there will be more opportunities for 
more diverse teams to compete in NASCAR in the very 
near future. 

To learn more about HBCU League Pass, visit their 
website. To learn more about Urban Edge Networks, 
visit their website.

Grambling State Represents at the Daytona 500 (continued)

http://soulvisionmagazine.com
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Jean Drummond’s HCDI: The Best Is Yet to Come
BUSINESS

Jean Drummond is the president and founder of HCD International (HCDI), a healthcare consulting firm with a vision 
to improve the quality of health for all, especially for those in vulnerable communities. “My unquenchable passion to 
improve the quality of life for people from countries and communities near and far lights the fire for my daily work,” 
Jean says. “As a wife, mother, and businesswoman, I best describe my craft as a solutionist and ‘fem-treneur.’”

Being a businesswoman is something of a family tradition. Jean comes from a long line of fem-treneurs including 
her grandmother and her mother. Her grandmother and family owned a general merchandise store in Halifax Coun-
ty, Virginia. Later in life, her mother used her talent as a seamstress to make furnishings and draperies while caring 
for Jean during her various hospitalizations at birth. Jean was born with a dislocated hip. Generations later, Jean, 
her siblings, and her sons continue this tradition of entrepreneurship. “Over 30 years ago, 3 months apart, I gave 
birth to my oldest son, now an aspiring architect, and to my corporate dream, HCDI,” Jean says. Only 20 months 
later, she gave birth to her second son, who is now a talented cybersecurity expert. Jean prides herself on her for-
ward-thinking and takes her many roles in life to heart every day.  

Jean Drummond is the president and founder of HCD International (HCDI). Photos courtesy of HCDI.

“We can improve the quality of life for people.”
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Karen Cooper: The Cannabis Industry’s Newest Influencer (continued)

Beyond the influence of her family, Jean Drummond 
applies her faith-based values of integrity, service, and 
giving back as the pillars of her business. With her sup-
portive husband and family, she continues to soar to her 
‘next’. Jean, and the professionals who work with her, 
look to take healthcare to the next level by rethinking 
how we view individuals within their community. “We 
seek to ensure policymakers hear through data, stories, 
and case studies,” Jean says. “There is economic worth 
in transforming our health care delivery system to one 
that is accessible, safe, and a trusted place of care for all, 
regardless of their ethnic identity,” Jean explains.

This year, HCDI plans to expand its products and influ-
ence into the international marketplace to further help 
the most vulnerable. Along with this huge expansion, 
HCDI also intends to expand into behavioral and mental 
health services. Although behavioral and mental health 
has been an area of concern, the need was especially 
highlighted when Jean saw how marginalized commu-
nities were impacted by the pandemic. Jean knows that 
healthcare needs are as dynamic and evolving as the 
communities that are affected by them. 

HCDI will continue to share innovative solutions with 
healthcare providers that serve these communities. As 
Jean shares, “For HCDI and our team of passionate, 
accomplished professionals, the best is yet to come, and 
our global reach will catapult our vision and impact 
even further.” 

To learn more about HCD International, visit their 
website and follow them on Facebook, Instagram  
and Twitter.

Team collaboration meeting with a client of HCDI.

“For HCDI and our team of passion-
ate, accomplished professionals, the 
best is yet to come, and our global 
reach will catapult our vision and  
impact even further.”

http://soulvisionmagazine.com
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Chef Moe
CHEF’S CORNER

Honey Butter Chicken Biscuit

Course: Breakfast/Brunch 
Cuisine: American 
Prep Time: 20 minutes 
Cook Time: 20 minutes 
Total Time: 40 minutes 
Serving Size: 6 servings

Ingredients
Honey Buttermilk Fried Chicken
• 6 boneless skinless chicken thighs
• 1 cup all-purpose flour
• 1 cup cornstarch
• 1 tbsp salt
• 1 tbsp pepper
• 1 tbsp garlic powder
• 1 tbsp onion powder
• 1 tbsp ground paprika
• 2 cups buttermilk
• ½ cup pickle juice

Southern Buttermilk Biscuits
• 2 cups all-purpose flour
• 4 tbsp light brown sugar
• 4 tsp baking powder
• ¼ tsp baking soda
• 4 tbsp butter (cut in cubes and cold)
• 2 tbsp vegetable shortening

For Garnish
• 1 slice of pork roll or Taylor ham
• 2 slices pickles
• honey

“Brunch special for a Jersey girl with 
southern roots.”

Photo by Kara Rivas

Photo by Leina Johnson
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Preparation
Southern Buttermilk Biscuits
• Whisk together dry ingredients.
• Mix cubed butter and shortening with fingers until the  

mixture resembles crumbles.
• Fold in buttermilk until combined.
• Roll out dough on a floured surface about ½ inch thick.
• Using a biscuit cutter, cut out 6 biscuits and place the  

biscuits on a parchment paper-lined cookie sheet.
• Bake for 11 minutes at 450 degrees 
• Brush with butter and drizzle with honey

Honey Buttermilk Fried Chicken 
• Combine flour, cornstarch and seasonings, set aside.
• Whisk together buttermilk and pickle juice.
• Prepare chicken thighs and pat dry.
• Season chicken with Chef Moe’s All-Purpose Seasoning, 

place in brine mixture, brine for 10 minutes.
• Remove chicken thighs from brine and place on wire rack to 

allow excess brine to drip off. 
• Coat chicken thighs in seasoned flour mixture.
• Deep fry in vegetable oil at 375 degrees until golden brown 

and internal temperature reaches 165 degrees.
• Drizzle with honey.

Chef Moe, Chef of the Culture is the executive chef of Cafe’ Neo Soul 
™. He is a graduate of the iconic International Culinary Center, 
formerly known as The French Culinary Institute in NYC. He 
combines the sophistication of classic French cuisine with the “soul 
foods of the African diaspora” to create “Neo-Soul Food”. Every 
day at Cafe’ Neo Soul, you can expect to experience high-quality, 
culturally centered, and artful expressions of your favorite comfort 
foods from the American South, the Caribbean, South America, 
and everywhere the African diaspora resides around the world! To 
learn more about Cafe’ Neo Soul ™ , visit their website and follow 
them on Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter. To learn more about 
Chef Moe, follow him on Instagram and LinkedIn. 

Chef Moe (continued)

http://soulvisionmagazine.com
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The Black American Artists Alliance of  
Richmond: Creating Unapologetically

The Black American Artists Alliance of Richmond (BAAAR) is an art collective based in Richmond, Virginia. “We are 
thirteen awarding-winning artists committed to the codification of Black American art and the promotion of visual art-
ists who chose to work in the genre,” Philip “Muzi” Branch, president and member of BAAAR, says. “The artist-mem-
bers are dedicated to establishing aesthetic principles and socio-cultural themes that define Black American visual art, 
as well as the advancement of scholarly research concerning the same.”

From paintings and sculptures to woodblock print, collages, etchings, and quilts, all of BAAAR’s members call back to 
their African heritage and experiences as Americans. The collective’s art centers philosophically around the morality, 
aesthetics, and social and cultural ideas of Black Americans. “The visual voice of Black Americans is just as unique as 

The Black American Artists Alliance of Richmond (BAAAR) is an art collective based in Richmond, Virginia. Back row from left: 

Sir James Thornhill, Philip Muzi Branch, Dennis Winston, Kyle Epps, and William E. Johnson. Front row from left: Unicia R. 

Buster, Vashti Woods, Barbara Hobson, and Yhayha A. Hargrove. Not pictured: Jowarnise, S. Ross Browne, David Marion, and 

Hamilton Glass. Photo courtesy of BAAAR. 

“Artists create monuments and images that tell a people’s story.” 

COMMUNITY
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Black American music, literature, theater, dance, and 
culture,” Muzi says. 

The collective is working towards opening a center for the 
arts. The center will focus on nurturing and exhibiting 
Black art and will have an apprentice program for young 
people. Young people will have the opportunity to learn 
how to frame artwork, which includes learning how to 
cut the molding, mats, and glass so that their artwork fits 
perfectly into the frame.

The Black American Artists Alliance of Richmond: Creating Unapologetically (continued)

Pacific Jazz by P. Muzi Branch 

Photo by Tobi Odukoya

Flower of Life by Jowarnise Caston
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BAAAR’s latest exhibit Stories & Histories: A Special 
Province is currently showing at the Baxter Perkinson 
Center for the Arts & Education. The exhibit runs until 
April 2, 2022. Muzi says each piece will thematically tell a 
story, show a historical event, or introduce a personality. 
The intention is to control the narrative of the history of 

Black Americans. “Historically, much of the record and 
cultural information about a group of people is docu-
mented by the artists of that culture,” Muzi says. “Artists 
created monuments and images that tell a people’s story. 
With the banning of factual history, removal of books and 
vigilante culture police in our schools, the members of 
BAAAR feel that it is a duty and an honor for us to truth-
fully and unapologetically create art that serves a purpose 
for Black Americans.” The message has never been louder.  

To learn more about BAAAR and its members, visit their 
website and follow them on Facebook.

The Black American Artists Alliance of Richmond: Creating Unapologetically (continued)

Another Way by Vashti Woods

BAAAR’s latest exhibit Stories & Histories: A Special Province is 

currently showing at the Baxter Perkinson Center for the Arts 

& Education. Center: 35% Nigerian, 91% African by Unicia  R. 

Buster. On wall: Reach for the Sun #1 & #2 by Hamilton Glass. 

Photo by Unicia R. Buster.
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Dr. Maya Angelou is considered 
one of the most influential poets of 
the 20th century. She has received 
more than 50 honorary degrees and 
was inducted into the Wake Forest 
University Hall of Fame for Writers. 
In her most celebrated work, the 
coming of age memoir I Know Why 
the Caged Bird Sings, Angelou wrote 
poetically about her time growing up 
in the Jim Crow South. Throughout 
her life, Angelou was a poet, singer, 
composer, dancer, actor, civil rights 
activist, journalist, and director. An-
gelou channeled the ancestors in her 
writing and used all five senses to tell 
stories that were vivid and sensitive. 
In her writings, Angelou explained 
the effects of racism on the individ-
ual. She spoke about family, com-
munity, and the collective history of 
her people. Angelou found joy in life 
despite the traumas she overcame. 

In 1993, Angelou read her poem On 
the Pulse of Morning at the first in-
auguration of President Bill Clinton. 
She became the second poet to read a 
poem at a presidential inauguration 
and the first African American and 
woman to do so.  In 2010, President 
Obama awarded Angelou the Presi-
dential Medal of Freedom. In 2022, 
Angelou was included in the Ameri-

can Women Quarters Program, a se-
ries of coins that celebrate the accom-
plishments of American women. She 
is the first Black woman to appear on 
the United States quarter.

The quarter was created by Emily 
Damstra and illustrates Angelou’s 
outstretched arms. Behind her is a 
silhouette of a bird in flight. The sun 
rises above her. Damstra’s imagery 
references her poems Still I Rise, On 
the Pulse of the Morning, and Caged 
Bird. The imagery embodies the 
“passionate way she lived.” In 2014, 
she died at the age of 86. Through her 
life and work, Maya Angelou empow-
ered us all to speak with passion and 
purpose and to rise again in moments 
of defeat. 

“You may encounter 
many defeats, but you 
must not be defeated. In 
fact, it may be necessary 
to encounter the de-
feats, so you can know 
who you are, what you 
can rise from, how you 
can still come out of it.” 
– Maya Angelou

Dr. Maya Angelou
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